
PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION AND PRAYER FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE. 

1st AUGUST 2026. 

MEMORIA: ST.ALPHONSUS LIGUORI. 

THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA OF OUR LADY, WALSINGHAM. 

 

EACH OF OUR READINGS TODAY CALL US TO EMBRACE THE COURAGEOUS PATH, ESPECIALLY IN 

TIMES WHEN WE FACE OPPRESSION AND PERSECUTION. 

JEREMIAH MINISTERED AS A PROPHET FOR 40 YEARS, AT A TIME WHEN THE NORTHERN KINGDOM 

OF ISRAEL HAD ALREADY SUCCUMBED TO THE INVASIVE OPPRESSION IMPOSED BY THE ASSYRIAN 

EMPIRE. 

JEREMIAH LIVED TO WITNESS THE DEFEAT OF THE ASSYRIANS, A DEFEAT INFLICTED BY THE 

EMERGING BABYLONIAN EMPIRE WHICH WENT ON TO CONQUER THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF 

JUDAH. THE CITY OF JERSUALEM WOULD FALL AND THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON BE DESPOILED. THIS 

TRAGIC AFFLICTION WAS DEPICTED AS PUNISHMENT FOR HEBREW INFIDELITY AND IDOLATRY. 

JEREMIAH CONFRONTED ALL FALSEHOODS AND CONDEMNED THE OPPRESSIONS IMPOSED BY 

INVADING EMPIRES. HE WAS EQUALLY CONDEMNATORY REGARDING THE IDOLATROUS 

BEHAVIOUR OF HIS FELLOW HEBREWS IN BOTH NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN KINGDOMS. 

JEREMIAH RESERVED HIS MOST SEVERE CONDEMNATION FOR KING JEHOIAKIN OF JUDAH: 

“THE LORD SENT ME TO PROPHESY AGAINST THIS HOUSE AND THIS CITY. MEND YOURS WAYS AND 

YOUR DEEDS … OBEY THE VOICE OF THE LORD YOUR GOD.” 

SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER WILL OFTEN BRING PUNISHMENT. JEREMIAH SUFFERED FOR THE 

TRUTH HE PROCLAIMED. JEREMIAH WAS ULTIMATELY FORCED TO ABANDON HIS HOMELAND 

UNDER THREAT OF EXECUTION, DYING IN EGYPT WHEN HIS PROPHESY WAS FULFILED WITH THE 

FALL OF JERUSALEM TO THE BABYLONIANS. 

THE PSLAMIST, HIMSLEF SUFFERING OPPRESSION FOR SPEAKING THE TRUTH TO HIS OWN PEOPLE, 

OFFERS A PERSONAL LAMENT FOR THE LOSS OF ANY OPPORTUNITY TO OFFER SACRIFICE IN THE 

TEMPLE. 

WHEN WE FEEL THE ONSLAUGHT OF OPPRESSION WE SHOULD INVOKE THE WORDS OF THE 

PSALMIST: 

“RESCUE ME FROM THE MIRE, LEST I BEGIN TO SINK. FROM THOSE WHO HATE ME, DELIVER ME, 

AND FROM THE WATERS DEEP, LEST THE WAVES OVERWHELM ME. LET NOT THE DEEP ENGLF ME, 

NOR THE PIT CLOSE ITS MOUTH ON ME.” 

IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL WE WITNESS THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, MARTYRED FOR SPEAKING 

TRUTH TO POWER. 



HEROD THE TETRARCH, HEROD ANTIPAS, WAS THE SON OF HEROD THE GREAT. 

HE HAD BEEN MARRIED TO THE DAUGHTER OF THE KING OF THE NABATEANS BUT HAD 

ABANDONED HER TO MARRY HERODIAS, WHO WAS HERSELF THE GRAND NIECE OF HEROD THE 

GREAT. 

HERODIAS HAD BEEN MARRIED TO HEROD’S OWN BROTHER, PHILIP, WHO HAD ABANDONED THE 

HOLY LAND TO EMBRACE A LAVISH PRIVATE LIVESTYLE IN ROME. 

HEROD THE TETRARCH AND HERODIAS, BOTH INTOXICATED WITH LUST AND AMBITION, 

ABANDONED THEIR LIVING SPOUSES AND UNITED THEMSELVES TO EACH OTHER IN ADULTERY AND 

INCEST. 

JOHN THE BAPTIST HAD FIRMLY CONFRONTED THIS IMMORAL ABOMINATION AND WOULD PAY 

THE UPTIMATE PRICE. 

THE MOTHER, HERODIAS, PROMPTED THE DAUGHTER, SALOME, TO ENSNARE HER OWN HUSBAND 

BY SEDUCTION. 

“GIVE ME THE HEAD OF JOHN THE BAPTIST HERE ON A PLATTER.” 

SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER HAS A COST. 

WE ARE GATHERED AT THE CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA OF OUR LADY IN 

WALSINGHAM TO OFFER SPIRITUAL REPARATION FOR THE ATROCITIES PERPETRATED IN DIRECT 

CONTRAVENTION OF THE GOSPEL OF LIFE, HERE IN OUR OWN COUNTRY AND ACROSS THE WORLD. 

WE ARE GATHERED ON THE MEMORIA OF ST.ALPHONSUS LIGUORI, PATRON OF ALL CONFESSORS 

AND MORAL THEOLOGIANS. 

BORN IN NAPLES IN 1696, WE HONOUR HIM AS FOUNDER OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE MOST 

HOLY REDEEMER, THE REDMPTORISTS, THE CONGREGATION BEING ESTABLISHED IN 1732. 

IN 1762, UNDER OBEDIENCE TO THE THEN HOLY FATHER, POPE CLEMENT XIII, ALPHONSUS 

RELUCTANTLY BECOME A BISHOP. ALL BISHOPS WILL UNDERSTAND THE DISPOSITION OF 

ALPHONSUS. 

ALPHONSUS TEACHES US MUCH ABOUT CONFRONTING THE EVIL OF SIN IN ALL ITS FORMS. 

WHILST BEING EVER CLEAR AND STRICT IN HIS MORAL TEACHING, ALPHONSUS ALWAYS 

ADVOCATED SIMPLICITY, GENTLENESS AND INTELLIGIBILITY IN BOTH PREACHING AND IN THE 

DELIVERY OF SPIRITUAL AND PASTORAL DIRECTION. 

A STUDY OF HIS LIFE, WHICH INCLUDED MANY SUFFERINGS, WILL BRING US MUCH 

ENLIGHTENMENT AND ENCOURAGEMENT. WE WILL DO WELL TO INVOKE HIS POWERFUL 

INTERECESSION AS WE RE-COMMIT OURSELVES TO THE GREAT WORK OF DEFENDING THE 

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE FROM THE MOMENT OF NATURAL CONCEPTION TO THE MOMENT OF 

NATURAL DEATH. 



AS WE UNDERTAKE ONCE MORE THIS PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION AND PRAYER FOR THE 

SANCTITY OF LIFE, LET US CONCLUDE BY DRAWING STRENGTH FROM THE WISDOM OF PAPAL 

TEACHING. 

ON THE FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION IN 1995, POPE ST.JOHN PAUL II PROMULGATED HIS GREAT 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER ‘EVANGELIUM VITAE’ ON THE GOSPEL OF LIFE. 

ST.JOHN PAUL II POWERFULLY CONNECTS THE NATURAL TO THE SUPERNATIRAL WHEN HE 

DECLARES THAT “MAN IS CALLED TO A FULLNESS OF LIFE WHICH FAR EXCEEDS THE DIMENSION OF 

HIS EARTHLY EXISTENCE, BECAUSE IT CONSISTS IN SHARING THE VERY LIFE OF GOD. THE LOFTINESS 

OF THIS SUPERNATURAL VOCATION REVEALS THE GREATNESS AND THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OF 

HUMAN LIFE EVEN IN ITS TEMPORAL PHASE.” 

HE GOES ON TO STATE THAT “LIFE IN TIME, IN FACT, IS THE FUNDAMENTAL CONDITION, THE INITIAL 

STAGE AND AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE ENTIRE UNIFIED PROCESS OF EXISTENCE. IT IS A PROCESS 

WHICH, UNEXPEDTEDLY AND UNDESERVEDLY, IS ENLIGHTENED BY THE PROMISE AND RENEWED BY 

THE GIFT OF DIVINE LIFE WHICH WILL REACH ITS FULL REALIZATION IN ETERNITY.” 

“LIFE ON EARTH IS NOT AN ‘ULTIMATE’ BUT A ‘PENULTIMATE’ REALITY, BUT (NONETHELESS) LIFE 

ON EARTH REMAINS A ‘SACRED REALITY’.” 

ANOTHER POWERFUL PHRASE FROM ‘EVANGELIUM VITAE’ IS SO PERTINENT FOR OUR AGE IN 

WHICH SOCIETY IS RESISTANT TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A LOGICAL AND PROPERLY INTEGRATED 

SET OF MORAL PRINCIPLES: “THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S LOVE FOR MAN, THE GOSPEL OF THE DIGNITY 

OF THE PERSON AND THE GOSPEL OF LIFE ARE A SINGLE AND INDIVISIBLE GOSPEL.” 

I TAKE ONE FINAL QUOTATION FROM ST.JOHN PAUL II WHEN HE ADDRESSES THE ENTIRE WORLD, 

EVERY INDIVIDUAL, EVERY CONSCIENCE: “THE GOSPEL OF LIFE IS NOT FOR BELIEVERS ALONE: IT IS 

FOR EVERYONE. THE ISSUE OF LIFE AND ITS DEFENCE AND PROMOTION IS NOT A CONCERN FOR 

CHRISTIANS ALONE. ALTHOUGH FAITH PROVIDES SPECIAL LIGHT AND STRENGTH, THIS QUESTION 

ARISES IN EVERY HUMAN CONSCIENCE WHICH SEEKS THE TRUTH AND WHICH CARES FOR THE 

FUTURE OF HUMANITY. LIFE CERTAINLY HAS A SACRED AND RELIGIOUS VALUE, BUT IN NO WAY IS 

THAT VALUE A CONCERN ONLY OF BELEIVERS. THE VALUE AT STAKE IS ONE WHICH EVERY HUMAN 

BEING CAN GRASP BY THE LIGHT OF REASON; THUS IT NECESSARILY CONCERNS EVERYONE.” 

THE CHURCH AND THE ENTIRE WORLD WAS BLESSED ON THE 15th MAY THIS YEAR WHEN OUR 

HOLY FATHER, POPE LEO XIV, PUBLISHED HIS FIRST ENCYCLICAL LETTER ‘MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS’ – 

HUMANITY, CREATED BY GOD IN ALL ITS GRANDEUR. ALTHOUGH ITS MAIN THRUST CONCERNS THE 

SAFEGUARDING OF THE HUMAN PERSON IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DANGERS PRESENTED BY THE 

INDISCRIMINATE APPLICATION OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, THE TEXT PRESENTS A MAGNIFICENT 

TEACHING THAT IS ENTIRELY APLLICABLE TO THE ARENA OF DEFENDING THE VALUE AND SANCTITY 

OF HUMAN LIFE ITSELF. 

THE HOLY FATHER CHALLENGES US ALL CONTEMPLATE THE FUNDAMENTAL CHOICE THAT FACES 

HUMANITY AT THIS PIVOTAL MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY. 



WILL WE BUILD A ‘TOWER OF BABEL’, WHEREBY WE ABANDON OURSELVES TO SELFISH CHAOS AND 

INDULGENT DISINTEGRATION? THIS CHOICE EMERGES FROM THE GREAT SHADOW INFLICTED BY 

AN ATHEISTIC DESPAIR AND BY THE DEBILITATING LIMITATIONS OF PURE MATERIALISM. 

THE GREAT ALTERNATIVE IS THAT WE EMBRACE OUR TRUE NATURE, EMBRACE THE MAGNIFICENCE 

OF OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES BY PARTICIPATING IN THE WORK OF BUILDING THE GREAT CITY 

IN WHICH GOD AND HUMANITY DWELL TOEGTHER. 

POPE LEO XIV REFERENCES THE CLEAR AND INSIGHTFUL PHILOSOPHY OF POPE ST.JOHN PAUL II 

WHEN HE SPEAKS OF “THE ONTOLOGICAL DIGNITY OF EXISTENCE- INFINITE, UNCONDITIONAL, A 

DIGNITY THAT CANNOT BE ERASED IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCE.” 

THE HOLY FATHER PROCLAIMS THAT “EVERY HUMAN PERSON IS PLANNED AND WILLED BY GOD TO 

ENTER INTO COMMUNION WITH HIM, WITH OTHERS AND WITH CREATION.” 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE IS THE CRADLE OF EVERY LIFE. 

POPE LEO ALSO ECHOES A GREAT THEME THAT WAS COINED BY POPE ST.PAUL VI – THE 

CIVILISATION OF LOVE: “THE CIVILISATION OF LOVE WILL NOT ARISE FROM A SINGLE OR 

SPECTACULAR GESTURE, BUT FROM THE SUM TOTAL OF SMALL AND STEADFAST ACTS OF FIDELITY 

THAT SERVE AS A BULWARK AGAINST DEHUMANISATION.” 

LET US BE EAGER AND COURAGEOUS IN PLAYING OUR PART IN THIS GREAT WORK FOR THE 

CONTRIBUTION OF EACH ONE OF US IS CRUCIAL. 

LET US SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER, TO THOSE WHO OCCUPY THE HALLS OF EARTHLY POWER AND 

INFLUENCE. 

LET US ALSO SPEAK TRUTH TO OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS NEARER TO HOME. NEVER LET IT BE 

SAID THAT WE SPEAK WITH ARROGANCE. EVER LET IT BE SAID THAT WE SPEAK WITH HUMILITY, 

HUMILITY BORN OF ETERNAL TRUTH. 

LET US INVOKE THE POWERFUL INTERCESSION OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM HER IN ENGLAND’S 

NAZARETH. 

LET US INVOKE THE POWERFUL INTERCESSION OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, UNIVERSAL PATRON 

OF LIFE. 

IN ‘MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS’ POPE LEO BEAUTIFULLY DESCRIBES THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY AS 

“THE POET AND PROPHETESS OF REDEMPTION.” 

LET US PROCLAIM THE PROPHETIC POETRY OF REDEMPTION AND SPEAK COURAGEOUSLY OF THE 

GLORIOUS VALUE, OF THE MAGNIFICENT DIGNITY AND OF THE ETERNAL SANCTITY OF HUMAN 

LIFE. 

AMEN. 

  

 


